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VPRUPLADES® .OR TRIBES 


Of the Tribes of Tonkin, the Tho, centered in the region «f 
‘dos Binh (105-68, 20-55}, are the most important numerically, They are 
werlike am have no particular politicel convictions. Both the French 
and the Viet Minh have had some success in using them as morcenartes, 

The Nung, centered in the district of Lang Son (106-50, 21-5l), are the 
most important politically. ‘hey ave the most advanced of the tribes 
feom the point of view of intelligence and eulture and they greatly 
resemble the Chinese, There are mmerous other tribes such as the 

Miao, Man and Lolo which are more or less ‘backward. } 
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The Viet Minh have evercised great care and skill in the handling of these 
tribes in attempting to secure their respect and loyalty and countering 
Preach efforte to use thaa. The gansral effort ia one of integrating 
them with the Annemese in patriotic activities. atthe same time, they 
flatter them by encoureging harmiegs cultural differences such as tribal 
dress, songs, dances and handicrafts, The lew courte wheih deal with . 
them have juries who umieratend their lenguages; they are allowed to 
testify in their own lenguage without an interpreter ~ a flattery which 
wag never accorded to then by the French. However, they are encouraged i 
to Learn Annemese and to regard themselves as Viet Nenese. In the Peopluta i >- 
Committees and Netional Walfara &asociations they ave integrated with the 
Viet Namese. ‘The sane is generelly true in the Army end the Tu Ve. Fov 
Limited purposes, thelr own military orgeanizetions are preserved, par~ 
ticularly to combet the French and French-paid mercenaries of other menbem 
of the tribes, , 


2. . An axample of the Viet tinh method of flattering the tribes was to be scen 
in Jete 19)5 when thoy named CH Yan Tan as Minister of National Defanse. Tan 
was a member of the Nung tribe. In the position of Minister he was lergely 2 
25X1Atigurenead, QEEEBMMnote: This was also reported by a French consular 
% official wao stated that Tan is a member of the Tne tribe and that the Tho end 


- the Miao are powers with which to be reckoned along the Kramsi-fonicin border, ae 
25X1X that the paramount feeling of these tribes is fear of Viet Nemece domination enc : 


for that reason they are cooperating with the French. ) 
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OVERSEAS CHINESE IN PRENCH INDO CHINA 


TE os unent: There are about one million Overseas Chinexe in Viet 
Nam. Half of these ere in French-controlled arcus and half ii: Viet Minh- 
controlled areas. The welfare of this population is of deep covcern to 
the Chinese Central Governuent of China from the point of view cf "facet, 
current and future remittances end lony-tern Chinsse imperialts ‘Traditionally 
this population takes little interest in politics; its only interest is to 
remain unmolested and tc be permitted to conduct coasercial ano business 
activities. In. the last year and a half the Chiruse Kuomintang has made 
considerable effort to stir up political consciousness anong this pooulation. 
At the same tine, though handicapped by lack of wens and communication, 
the Chinese Communists have attempted to influence this populstion towe~d 
thelr side. Sone of the leading officiaks of Viet Nam have been in the 
Chinese Communist capital of Yenan, Certainly, both sides have made 
considerable progress, but the degree of their Success cannot be definitely 
determined. } 
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el 3. Traditionally, the French have treated the Overseas Chinese shabbily. 


They have placed obstacles in the way of their commerce to favor French 
trade. Socially, all classes of the French have treaied the Overseas 
Chines: with arrogance. This has served to case an arti-French under- 
current of sentiment miong this populntion. The Viet i\inh, however, have 


attempted to treat the Gverseas Chinese with all possibie consideration. 
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note; It has been previously reported that in their Scorched 
Karth policy the Viet Linh spare Chinese property as mucit as possible.) 
In Gao Bang (106-16, 22-39), in favor of the Chinese, the Viet Minh meke 
an exception to the law against. gambling; they permit one gaubling house 
_ to flourish aid only Chinese are admitted. The Overseas Chinese in Viet 
Hiinh-controlied areas are exempt from the solidation of funds for 
national defense, to which the Annamese population is constantly sub- 
jected. Nevertheless, the inevitable difficulties of trade in the Viet 
l'inh-controlled areas have alienated the sentiment of the richer and 
more substoatial Chinese from the Viet Kinh. ‘The poorer Chinese merchants, 
traders ard wrkers are in favor of the Viet Minh. . 


Article 12 of the present Viet Nam Constitution guarantees that..."for~ 


,eigners who have fought for democracy and liberty and who are persecuted 


and forced to flee and go into hiding may request refuge on Viet Namese 


25X1A soil", 9 me This gpears to be an invitation to Chinese 


Communists. The Gverseas Chinese in French Indo China are organized 

into "congrogations " which are offictal ly recornized by the Vict Mgnh. 

Bach congregation has its ovm head. BEE coment: This is the 25X1A 
traditional organization among the Chinese in French Indo China which — 
existed during the French regime, ) The congregations choose a 

official delugate who is sent to Nanking to represent them. , 


/ This a.cument contains - 
information affecting the 
national defense of the 
United States within the 

‘meaning of the Espionage 

CONFIDENTIAL Act, 50, U.S.C. 31 and 32 


CONTROL as amen.cd, Its transmission 


UeSa OFFICIALS ONLY OF the revelation of its 
contents in any manner to 

on umeuthorized person is 

srchibited by law. 


Vi 4 
Approved ror Release 2001/03/05 : CIA- oPilbsracoraoots 2 


